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PARKER, Arthur Adam 
 

Private, 203990 
2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment 
formerly 331072, Cambridgeshire 
Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 6th June 1918 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Pernois British Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 20 years 
 
The first child of parents Frederick and Susan, Arthur Adam Parker was born on 
13th May 1898 and was baptised a few weeks later on 4th June at St Mary’s Church.  
Arthur was also the first generation of the Parker family to be born at Haverhill. 
 
Arthur’s grandfather was born and baptised Prince Albert at Clare, but was known 
simply as Albert.  He was a butcher, like his father before him, and lived with his 
wife, Jessie, and family at 26 Chapel Road, Clare.  They had two sons, Frederick 
and Charles, who were both agricultural labourers. 
 
Frederick married Susan Whiterod in 1897 and they moved to Haverhill, where 
Arthur was born.  Frederick was then an omnibus driver, probably using skills from 
driving farm wagons.  By 1901 they were living at 4 Station Road, next door to the 
Prince of Wales Public House, with Susan’s brother William, a horse-keeper.  He 
and Frederick perhaps working on the horse drawn omnibus service running from 
the station.  On the 8th December that year Arthur’s brother Harry was born. 
 
By 1911 the family had moved just around the corner to 1 The Pightle, a 7 roomed 
house and Frederick was now head ostler at the nearby Rose & Crown Hotel with 
another lodger, James Barnes, as the under ostler.  When Arthur left the nearby 
Board School it seems likely that he too became an under ostler, working for his 
father, as this is what is his brother Harry did. 
 
Arthur enlisted in 1917 at Bury St Edmunds with the Cambridgeshire Regiment, 
Service number 331072 and was later transferred to the 2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire 
Regiment, Service number 203990.  He was sent to France soon after, returning 
once as the result of trench foot but going back in May 1918 to his regiment who 
were resisting enemy advances at the Somme.  He died a month later on 6th June. 
 
The first news of the sad event was received from the Sister-in-charge of No 4 
Casualty Clearing Station: 
 

‘I regret to tell you your son, 203990, Private A Parker, Bedfords, was 
admitted at eleven o’clock last night, and died at 9 am today.  He was 
wounded in the head, with a fractured skull, and was unconscious on 
admission.  He will be buried in the Cemetery adjoining this hospital.’ 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

The South West Suffolk Echo of 29th June 1918 reported:    
 
‘Readers will regret to learn that Pte. A. A. Parker, of the Bedfordshire Regt., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. F. Parker of 1 The Pightle, Haverhill, died on June 6th as 
the result of wounds received while serving in France.  
The Captain and Secretary of the Bedfordshire Territorial Force Association 
has forwarded the following letter: ‘With reference the attached notification of 
death of your son, I am instructed by the Association to convey their deep 
sympathy with you in your sad bereavement. You will, I am sure, find 
consolation in the fact that he gave his life whilst bravely fighting for his king 
and country’.  
‘Pte. Parker was only 20 years of age. He joined up only in 1917, and went 
to France when he was 19 years of age. He returned once as the result of 
trench feet, and had only gone back to France a month prior to his death.’  

 
Arthur Adam Parker was buried at the Pernois British Cemetery, Halloy-les-Pernois, 
Somme and lies in Grave Number 13, Row A, Plot II.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He is also commemorated on the memorial plaque 
in St Mary’s Church, Haverhill. 
 
His parents received his British and Victory Medals 
also a letter from King George V with a Memorial 
Scroll and Plaque. 
 
 

Arthur’s Memorial Plaque 
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Arthur was awarded the Victory Medal and the British Medal.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


